	

	
	



HIPPY Program, Site Name here
Hippy stakeholder engagement: SPEAKING POINTS FACT SHEET
For Coordinators preparing for MP visits and media opportunities at Graduation events, use this planning document and fact sheet to ease the pressure in the lead up to any Media engagement/ event, and ensure you have a clear idea of how to approach Media Engagement.
In a nutshell, remember you are HIPPY's voice in your community. When you speak about HIPPY:
· Use the program name clearly and often
· Share authentic stories from your community
· Connect to outcomes that matter: school readiness, parent confidence, employment, community strength
· Acknowledge funders and partners: DSS, BSL, your organization
· Celebrate the families, Tutors, and children who make HIPPY come alive
Your story matters. Your impact matters. Tell it with pride, accuracy, and heart.

For support, resources, or questions: Contact HIPPY Australia National Office [hippyaustralia@bsl.org.au] with Attn. NE Team [EVENT DETAILS] in the Subject line



SECTION 1: Event Planning Essentials
Complete this information for all correspondence with MP offices and media:
Event information:
· Date: _________________
· Time: _________________
· Venue: _________________
· Event duration: _________________
· Site contact: _________________ (name, phone, email)
Your site's story:
· Year hippy commenced at our site: _______
· Total participating families to date: _______
· Families participating in 2025: _______
· Children graduating in 2025: _______
· Current tutors: _______
Community voices: are there tutors, parents, or children ready to speak if required?
· Tutor: _______ (name/confirmed)
· Parent: _______ (name/confirmed)
· Child: _______ (name/confirmed/age appropriate)

SECTION 2: Essential Facts About HIPPY
Get these right every time
What is HIPPY?
Hippy = home interaction program for parents and youngsters
A free, two-year, at-home early learning program that supports parents to be their child's first teacher.
Who funds HIPPY?
Australian government Department of Social Services (DSS)
Who operates HIPPY in Australia?
The Brotherhood of St Laurence (BSL) holds the national licence and supports local delivery organisations across the country.
Who delivers HIPPY in your community?
[your organisation name] delivers HIPPY in [your location]

Hence, your ready reference paragraph would sound something like:

"The Home Interaction Program for Parents and Youngsters (HIPPY) is a free, at-home program that supports parents to be their child's first teacher.
The program fits into a family's daily life, with resources and materials designed to support families to encourage their children's learning. HIPPY is funded through the Australian Government Department of Social Services. The Brotherhood of St Laurence holds the licence to operate HIPPY in Australia, and [Your Organisation] delivers HIPPY in [Your Location].”



SECTION 3: Five Key Points for Families, Tutors & Coordinators

When speaking with MPs and Media, pick one or two points you can speak to confidently and authentically:

1. Parents as the first teachers
· HIPPY supports parents to become their child's first teacher through weekly home visits
· Play-based learning prepares children for school success
· Builds parenting confidence and family strength

2. Free & Accessible
· Completely free for families with 3 and 4-year-olds
· Delivered at home, removing barriers to participation
· All materials and resources provided at no cost

3. School readiness & outcomes (for children)
· Children arrive at school ready to learn
· Two-year program builds foundation for lifelong learning
· More than 1 in 4 children in HIPPY have a disability or developmental concern, program supports ALL children

4. Employment pathways
· Pathways to Possibilities ​(P2P) Coaching approach
· HIPPY Tutors are HIPPY parents: bringing lived experience
· Many Parents become Tutors, gaining confidence and starting their first job (or returning to work)
· Builds local workforce and economic participation

5. Community connection & confidence
· Parents feel more confident, better connected, and safer in their community
· Regular gatherings reduce isolation and build lasting networks
· Parents advocate more confidently for their children with teachers and professionals

Remember: If you share ONE point well with a personal story, it's better than trying to cover everything.



SECTION 4: Talking Points by Audience
Quick Reference: Key Phrases to use in speeches, interviews, and conversations:
· "HIPPY=the Home Interaction Program for Parents and Youngsters"
·  "A free, two-year program supporting parents as their child's first teacher"
·  "Funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services"
·  "Delivered locally by [Your Organisation]"
·  "HIPPY Tutors are HIPPY Parents: bringing lived experience"
· "Children graduate school-ready, parents graduate confident"
· "More than just school readiness, building strong families and connected communities"

For MPs & Government Officials
Focus on:
· School readiness and early intervention impact
· Employment pathways and workforce development
· Cost-effectiveness (free program with strong community return)
· Inclusive design (supports children with disabilities)
· Community connection and social cohesion
Key Phrase:
"HIPPY delivers strong outcomes in the community: strengthening families, creating employment pathways, and ensuring children start school ready to learn."

For Media
Focus on:
· Human stories and family impact (confident parents, ready children)
· Local community connection and trust
· Tutor journey from parent to professional
· Real families, real change in your community
Key Phrase:
"HIPPY transforms lives: not just for children getting ready for school, but for parents gaining confidence and Tutors building careers."



SECTION 5: MP Invitation & Follow-Up email templates
Initial Invitation Email
Advocacy and talking points document

Follow-Up email templates: Post-Event thank you email

Subject: Thank You - HIPPY Graduation [Date]

Dear [MP Name / Office],

Thank you for [attending/your message of support for] the HIPPY Graduation on [Date]. Your presence meant a great deal to our families.

A paragraph on the Event highlights using the below pointers:
· [X] children graduated and are now school-ready
· Families celebrated two years of learning and growth
· Parents shared stories of increased confidence and connection
· Community partnerships strengthened

Attached (if any):
· Event photos featuring [MP Name] [and HIPPY families]
· HIPPY impact summary for [Your Community]

Media Opportunity: [If applicable] We'd love to support any media coverage from your office about the event. Please feel free to use the attached materials or contact us for additional information.
Thank you again for supporting HIPPY families in [Your Community].

Warm regards,

[Your name]
[Your title]
[Contact details]




SECTION 6: Media Pitch Pillars
Use these angles for post-event follow-up when sending thank-you notes and follow-up information to MP offices and for media coverage, highlight one or two of these story angles:

1. School Readiness Success
· [X] children graduating and starting school in 2026
· Children confident, curious, and ready to learn
· Parents equipped with skills to support ongoing learning

2. Employment Pathway Story
· Tutor who started as HIPPY parent, now employed
· First-time workers gaining confidence through HIPPY
· Local workforce development and economic participation

3. Family Transformation
· Parent journey: from isolated to connected
· Confidence in parenting and advocating for children
· Stronger, more resilient families

4. Inclusion & Support
· Supporting children with disabilities or developmental concerns
· Every child deserves the best start
· Parents equipped to advocate for their child's needs

5. Community Strength
· Families connected through HIPPY Gatherings
· Reduced isolation, increased community safety
· Networks that last beyond the program

6. Local Impact & Partnership
· [X] years delivering HIPPY in [Your Community]
· [X] families supported since [Year]
· Strong partnerships with local services
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